Identification of a gp63 surface glycoprotein in Leishmania tarentolae.
The promastigote stage of most if not all Leishmania species possesses an abundant surface glycoprotein of 63 kDa (gp63) that has protease activity. We show that the lizard parasite Leishmania tarentolae appears to lack the surface protease activity. L. tarentolae does, however, possess an approximately 63-kDa molecule that is antigenically cross-reactive with the L. major gp63. Additionally, the genome of L. tarentolae contains sequences that hybridise at high stringency to a L. major gp63 gene probe.